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felt entitled to play a prominent role at Scutari,
On her arrival, she had reported to the medical
superintendent, and although she promised faith-
fully to obey Florence, nevertheless she often
acted directly against Florence's instructions.
And not only did she flout Florence's orders^ but
she interfered with the routine of the hospitals
in a way which brought forth the strongest con-
demnation from the authorities. Her sense of
her own importance made it impossible for her
to remain in the background; she considered that
she knew much better than the military authorities
how to organise the work, and she tried to rule
everyone. Friction naturally resulted from the
collision of the self-important Miss Stanley with
the men who had given their lives to the medical
service.
There was enough work to keep all the nurses
busy, had proper arrangements been made and
strict discipline maintained. Typhus and cholera
filled the wards and spread to the medical staffv
At one rime seven out of eight doctors were struck
down and a single doctor was left to attend to
twenty-four wards. A number of the nurses also
contracted fever, and three of them did not
recover. Thcdcatiiofthenm^esa6Eb^ednorcQce
deeply, but she had little time to mourn the
passing of those devoted helpers who had gone
through many trials by her side. The living
demanded her time and thoughts, aad from early
till late she was nursing in the crowded wards or
directing the work of others,